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murder of Overbury, witnessed in its close the festivities which

Dec, 26.    accompanied the marriage of the  favourite.    The

Damage     ceremony was performed on the day after Christmas

favourite.     jay at the Chapel Royal   Lady Essex now appeared

to have the world before her.     In order that the

create! Earl lady might not lose her title of Countess, Rochester

of Somerset. ha(^ a few wee]cs previous!^ been created Earl of

Somerset. As far as he was concerned, he showed the good
taste not to appear surrounded by any extraordinary pomp.
Lady Frances Howard, as she was now again for a short time
styled, attracted attention by appearing with her long hair
flowing down over her shoulders, a costume which was at that
time reserved for virgin brides. The couple were married by
the same bishop who had done a similar service to the bride
six years previously. All who had to gain anything from the

royal bounty pressed round the newly married pair
e with gifts in their hands. Nottingham and Coke,
wedding. Lake and winwood, did not think it beneath them
to court the favour of the man who stood between them and
their Sovereign. The City of London, the Company of
Merchant Adventurers, and the East India Company, were
not behindhand. Bacon, who had no liking for Somerset or
the Howards, did as others, and prepared a masque to celebrate
the marriage. He declared that, although it would cost him
no less a sum than 2,ooo/., he would allow no one to share the
burden with him.1 A day or two after the marriage, the King

sent for the Lord Mayor, and intimated to him that

Entertain-      '                                               J.   '

mentat it was expected that he should provide an enter-
Taylors'1 tainment for Lord and Lady Somerset The Lord
HaU*          Mayor, however, desired to be excused from enter-

taining the large company which might be expected to come in
their train. He accordingly pleaded that his house was too
small for the purpose. He was told that, at all events, the City
Halls were large enough. He accordingly appealed to the
Aldermen, who consented to take the burden off his shoulders,
and directed that the preparations should be made in Merchant
Taylo7'sJ Hall. It was arranged that the guests should make
1 Letters and Life, iv. 394.